
Living in Uncertainty 
Hebrews 11:1 & 8 - 10   

 One of the hardest things to accept for most folks is the 
uncertainty of life.  Ironically, once we do accept the uncertainty 
of life, it can lend a power, an urgency, a dynamic to everything 
in our lives, especially our faith. 
 The sudden death of a loved one, cancer in a child, a 
celebrity dies violently, a jumbo jet crashes into the ocean:  
reminders of the uncertainty of life.  Only our faith in the majesty 
and mercy of God will empower our hearts and minds to face 
the uncertainty of life without fear. 
 Hebrews 11:1, Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things unseen. 
 In the Living Bible this verse reads:  What is faith?  It 
is the confident assurance that something we want is 
going to happen.  Faith is the certainty that what we 
hoped for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it 
up ahead. 
 Our faith in God concerning our lives should be like the 
faith of Abraham, a faith that will make all of life’s uncertainties 
filled with hope and assurance. 
  Hebrews 11: 8 - 10  (Living Bible), Abraham trusted God, 
and when God told him to leave home and go far away to 
another land which God promised to give him, Abraham 
obeyed.  Away he went, not even knowing where he was 
going.  (Talk about living with uncertainty.)   And even when 
he reached God’s promised land, he lived in tents like a 
mere visitor (a sojourner in the Land of Promise) as did 
Isaac and Jacob, to whom God gave this same promise.   
Abraham lived this way because he was confidently waiting 
for God to bring him to that city which has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. 



 Abraham left family and the security of the familiar for a 
life of uncertainty because of his confident faith in God.  He 
promptly obeyed God’s call without the slightest idea of 
where it would lead him.   There he was, almost seventy-five 
years old, loading up a camel caravan with his wife and 
family bound for...somewhere. 
 “Where are we going, Abe darling?” 
 “I’m not sure Sarah.” 
 It is no easy thing to sacrifice security, to walk away from 
a sure and secure life and start down a long, dark tunnel with 
no end in sight.  But by faith, Abraham faced this uncertainty 
of life with determination and obeyed God.  This had to be 
absolutely frightening for Abraham.  Going, yet not knowing.  
Obeying, yet not understanding.  Beginning, a journey that is 
unpredictable, risky, untried, yet prompted by none other than 
the Lord Himself. 
 That’s what this thing called the Christian life is all about, 
isn’t it?  Going...yet not knowing.  Believing...yet not seeing.  As 
followers of our Lord we believe God leads our lives in a certain 
direction or in pursuit of a precise goal.  We leave our old lives 
behind as our Christian walk takes us to new places, new 
people, new passions, and new hopes, new possibilities and 
yes, new problems.  As obedient Christians we face a future, 
from a human perspective, as uncertain as our Godly leading 
is sure.  But with our confident faith in God empowering us, off 
into the future we go.  Uncertainty, yes.  But fearful?  No! 
 Abraham’s faith and obedience was underscored and 
strengthened by his attitude that he was just a “sojourner in 
the land of promise” (Verse 9, KJV).  He treated the world 
as a mere bridge, something to pass over, but not a place to 
dwell forever.  Abraham did not regard the earth as a 
permanent residence, “for he looked for the city that has 



foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Verse 
10, KJV).  Scripture declares that the uncertainty of life can 
be faced with resolve and courage if only we would have a 
faith like Abraham’s.  The hope of heaven and eternal life 
and all its glories was imbedded deeply into Abraham’s heart 
and soul.  Because of this, Abraham could enter into the 
unknown confidently and resolutely.  Abraham knew his true 
citizenship was the heavenly city of God and this allowed 
him to hold lightly to this life and all its living.  And go, where 
God wanted him to go, even into the unknown. 
 Sometimes it helps for us frail and fragile human 
beings to remember what God calls us during our brief lives 
on plant Earth:  “sojourners”.  Let us face “living in 
uncertainty” by living our lives patterned after the way 
Abraham lived his:  unencumbered by the trappings of life 
and available for the work of God to be accomplished in our 
lives.  Like Abraham, let us be spiritually ready at all times 
to roll into life’s uncertainties with the confidence of faith 
and the hope of heaven empowering our lives, wherever our 
Lord leads, regardless of the uncertainties. 
  
  
  
  
 


